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The International Congress on Electro-Acoustics in Delft, June 1953/ 
XnternationalCongress officially sponsored by the International Commission on 
Acoustics (XCA), "but actually it drew! its greatest export ^ Z 

from the acoustics scientists of the lletherianus . Prior to the Concre--, C. W. 
Kosten, chairman of the Congress, and, Netherlands representative on the ICA, had 
been ~ e ncouraged to recommend the formation of a European Acoustics Society. Atthe 
opening session the ICA pointed out that the scientific team the 

the individual worker in tackling scientific problems. The speaker mentioned the 
success of the American Society of Acoustics; described the function of international 
organisations as clearinghouses for the necessary cross -fertilisation of ^cao for 
progress in the science he called "Hew Acoustics 1 ' ; gave recognition to the rapid 
growth of the international | Journal of acoustics, "Acustica j and enecti y ga 
XCA approval to the formation of a European A oustics Society. However, the 
European group was not formed. Although the Dutch and Scandinaviandelegateshad 
seemed anxious for a European Society; before -che meeting, they decided definitel., 
not to join a society which could be dominated oy the Germans . 


World War II is still fresh; in the Binds of the Duuch. Even in the oxe-ence -a 
delegates to the International Congress on Eiectro-Acoussics, tney toon little 
trouble to conceal their hate for the German occupation mrces. r or a tour of t^e 
local radio station oy members of the Congress, the Dutch Raaio Union prepared a 
pamphlet describing the history of tlie Radio Union and its relationsnips witn the 
government . The pamphlet dwelt on the hardships attendant on tne German confiscation 
of the radio facilities and; described the German atrocities with a titterne. . that 
many of us thought vas in bad taste. I 
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Norwegians too still had hitter memories of the occupation, ana were determined not 
to he dominated by xhe Germans again. The Norwegian group said they would gladly 
join a truly international organization, hut pointed out that the Germans were even 
taking over the International Congress on Electro-Acoustics* Unfortunately this 
was true, hut what these people seemed to overlook was that tlie ue rmans dominated 
the Congress he cause of the quality and vigor of their res arch, Q 
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Some progress towards international organization was made. On the last day of the 
Congress the ICA published a list of acoustics research groups and proposed a system 
of Acoustics Society meetings tinder the cognizance of UNESCO and in cooperation with 
the ICA. This system calls for: 


$ 


(a) ICA-sponsored International Congresses every three or four 


years. 


(b) International symposia on special topics sponsored by national 

groups but arranged in cooperation with the ICA to help in scheduling 
to prevent competing dates. 


(c) National society meetings. 


5 * 


It now looks as though a Scand inavian Society will he formed co mprised of Norway, 
Sweden, Finland, and Denmark. | | there is no 

language harrier between these countries as far as technical congresses are 
concerned, even if* each scientist speaks in his native language. Of course, there 
is already a vigorous German Acoustical Society and the British are well organized. 
The French-speaking acoustical society hopes to draw membership from Italy and 
Switzerland as well as Belgium and France. 
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6, As of August 1953* the International Commission on Acoustics recognized the 
following European acoustical societies: } 


Austria : 


Vis sens chaftliche Vereinigung ,, Ultraschall' , , Bod 
Is chi. President: Dr. Eckel 


France : 


Grouperaent des Acousticiens de langue francaise, 
P. Chavas sc . Secretary , 24, Rue Bertrand, Paris. 
A. Foch , Chairman. \ J 


Germany : 


Fachgruppe fur Akustik irn Verbond der Deutschen 
Physikalischen Gesellschaf ten, 

R. Ebert , Secretary, Bundesallee 100, Braunschweig. 
E. Meyer, Chairman, Burgerstracce 42, Gottingen. 


Great Britain : Acoustics Group of the Physical Society of London, 

R. W. B. Stephens , Secretary, 1 Lowther Gardens, Prince 
Consort Hoad, London, S.W. '/• 


Italy: 


Gruppo ae acustica della Societa I tali, ana di flsica, 

I. Bar due cl . Secretary, Fiazz&le de.lle Scienze j7, Homa. 


Netherlands : 


Geluidstichting, C. W. Kosten, Secretary, 
Mijnbouvplein 11, Delft 


Sweden : 


Svenska Akustislia Sallskapet, 

E. Matts son. Chairman, 1 Radiot jaust, Stockholm C. 
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Switzerland: 
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a. 


Tfc. International Ce-iaalon » 

Society of Japan, Secretary, J. J $2£ m], e ^resident of the Acoustical Society 
members and publishes a quarter 7 J * -r n -t- e y national Commission on Electro- 

of Japan (ASJ), Prof. K. Sato, to nartlcimte ?Tthe international clearing- 

Acoustics and the ASJ f th international Commission bn Acoustics. It is 

house of notices and activities of active in acoustics and to submit this 

directory'^fo^pSlicatio^in'^Acustica^and the "Journal of the Acoustical Society of 
America” * 

The following additional countries are known to have research centers in acoustics: j 


Argentina 

Australia 

Austria 

Belgium 

Brazil 


Canada 

Denmark 

Egypt 

India 

Jugoslavia 


Norway 
Portugal 
South Africa 
Spain 
Turkey 


c Tn addition to acting as a clearinghouse for the activities of the Acoustical 
5 " Society, the ICA has given support to the following projec s: 

Intern ational Standardization 

H» C— L..lo» observed “ 

■ Congress, of the programmes of the ISC/TC ^3 (international Blectro- 

Stanaar dilation, Technical Committee ^3) and the JXG/iC^-yix responsible 

technical Commission, Technical Cpn^ttee ^es of acoustics, 

for the establishment o, internat will be handled under the 

Presumably those topics that involve electro-acoust.cs wilx be^handled^ a ^ 

TEC and all others under the ISO. M ^ e "Lry sL^rSza?lon is pursued 

:nd S that U neeIless e duplication of effort is avoided This coope 

rSt^SS international standardlza- 

tiem. 

Internationa l Fellowships 

a» «— » *>*» “ a 

other arrangements ior individual- -P - - Meyer, III, Phye. Institut 

Committee on Fellowships i* as o^en name , ~ ‘ Germany* ciiairmn, and a member of 

der Universitat, Burgerstrasse *«■->» “ „iii’keet> informed on award oppor- 

the Acoustics Society of America. » f! the commission, in behalf 

t unities and will write supporting iet , “ h such candidate that came 

of candidates it has reviewed anddcemed yortny. The l^ fellowship to 

to the attention of the commission has jt.o receiveu ui 
work at Gottingen for one year. 

. . tvn Acoustics will also announce the following 

10. The Internationa- ConLiiJ^xoi- oi. acou^ 

symposia for 

(a) The German Acoustics Group (Fachgruppe fur Akustik) plans^an 
' international symposium on structure borne sound ior the ia - 

oi’ 19 9 ' • 

(b) An International symposium on recording to be held in France m 
A -or at — 1 i | L ^ ! 
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